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March 10, 2020 

Dear Chairwoman Pendergrass and Members of the House Health and Government Operations 
Committee,  

We are writing in support of House Bill 1488 with sponsor amendments, sponsored by Delegate 
Charkoudian which establishes the Certified Local Farm Enterprise Program and Certified Local 
Farm Enterprise Food Aggregation Fund. 
  
Community FARE was established to help safeguard a diverse and healthy local food economy 
that will preserve farmland integrity and biodiversity and ensure that food grown here is 
accessible to residents of Frederick County and its regional neighbors. In 2018 Community 
FARE, along with community partners from Fox Haven Organic Farm, and experienced food 
system professionals from Center for a Livable Future met to launch the Frederick County Food 
Council and advance Frederick County’s local food access, economy, and 
sustainability. Frederick MD Farm to School is a detailed project working toward those 
objectives in the specific context of Frederick County’s public school institution. 

We are grateful for your involvement in creating the Maryland Food for Maryland Institutions 
Study Group with the goal of increasing market opportunities for the local farming community 
and access to healthy, fresh, locally grown food. The establishment of the programs outlined in 
HB 1488 would allow state institutions to contact local farms that meet certain environmental 
standards. This is a pathway to building farm-to-institution relationships, which will help solidify 
economic opportunity for local farmers. The bill also supports the creation of value-added 
processing facilities and mobile refrigerated trailers, which would assist small-scale farms in 
getting their produce to Maryland institutions. 

Procurement of local foods benefits public health by providing clients, staff, and other consumers 
using Maryland institutions fresh nutrient-rich food. Reducing the distance that food is 
transported also conserves energy, and generates more economic activity within the State of 
Maryland. Providing the infrastructure tools needed to serve larger markets, improve access to 
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nutritious food, and preserve farmland further strengthens both the local economy and the health 
of our environment. 

For the reasons detailed above, we support HB 1488 for the 2020 session, and recommend that 
the Committee adopt a favorable report of HB 1488 with sponsor amendments. 
  

Respectfully, 

Janice Wiles 
Director, Community FARE 
Food Advocacy Resources Education 
Farm to School / Frederick County Food 
Council 
(240) 626 5209 
janice@communityfare.org 

Alysia Mason Feuer 
Director, Farm to School Frederick County 
Program 
443-366-5670 
farm2schoolfrederickcounty@gmail.com 

Melanie Smith-Bell 
Communications & Outreach  
Coordinator, Community FARE 
(301) 768-3354 
melanie@communityfare.org 
  
Elizabeth Orr 
Frederick County Food Council  
Healthy Soils Policy Discussion Group 
lorr@meegreen.org 

JoAnn Coates-Hunter 
Director,  
Fox Haven Farm and Learning Center 
joann@foxhavenfarm.org 

Rachel Armistead 
Founder, 
The Sweet Farm 
www.thesweetfarm.com 
  
Elizabeth DeRose 
Farm to School Leadership 

Team / Institute Manager, Hospitality, 
Culinary and Tourism Institute at Frederick 
Community College 
ederose@frederick.edu 

Lee Babcock 
Co-Chair, 
Ag Economy Working Group 
Frederick County Food Council 
lhbabcock09@gmail.com 

Karl Bickel 
Board Member, 
Land and Cultural Preservation Fund 
KarlBickel@comcast.net 

Elizabeth Chung 
Executive Director, 
Asian American Center of Frederick 
echung@aacfmd.org 

Chris Yu 
Potomac Sprout Co 
Chris.yu@potomacsproutcompany.com 

Barb Trader 
Healthy Soil Policy Discussion Group 
Multifaith Alliance of Climate Stewards, 
Frederick County  
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